
Illinois Statewide Use of Force Standardization Act
House Bill 3653--Amendment 2

This 764-page bill, passed by both chambers of the Illinois legislature and awaiting action by the
Governor, contains numerous changes to many laws relating to law enforcement and the criminal
justice system.  Among other things, the bill would make Illinois the first state to abolish cash
bail. What follows are the provisions directly relating to persons with mental health condtions:
  

1. Training Related to Stigma (Page 40 of the bill)
5 ILCS 820/21 new  Sec. 21. Training. 

The law enforcement agency or other first responder entity in programs that receive funding for
services under Section 35 of this Act shall and that receive training under subsection (a.1) of
Section 35 shall be trained in:

(a)Neuroscience of Addiction for Law Enforcement;
(b)Medication-Assisted Treatment;
(c)Criminogenic Risk-Need for Health and Safety;
(d)Why Drug Treatment Works?;
(e)Eliminating Stigma for People with Substance-Use Disorders and Mental Health;
(f)Avoiding Racial Bias in Deflection Program;
(g)Promotion Racial and Gender Equity in Deflection;
(h)Working With Community Partnerships; and
(i)Deflection in Rural Communities.

2. Funding for defelction programs (Pages 41-42)
5 ILCS 820/35  Sec. 35. Funding.
(a) The General Assembly may appropriate funds to the Illinois Criminal Justice
Information Authority for the purpose of funding law enforcement agencies or other first
responder entities for services provided by deflection program partners as part of
deflection programs subject to subsection (d) of Section 15 of this Act.
(a.1) Up to 10 percent of appropriated funds may be expended on activities related to
knowledge dissemination, training, technical assistance, or other similar activities
intended to increase practitioner and public awareness of deflection and/or to support its
implementation. The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority may adopt
guidelines and requirements to direct the distribution of funds for these activities.
(b) For all appropriated funds not distributed under subsection a.1, the The Illinois
Criminal Justice Information Authority may adopt guidelines and requirements to direct
the distribution of funds for expenses related to deflection programs. Funding shall be
made available to support both new and existing deflection programs in a broad spectrum
of geographic regions in this State, including urban, suburban, and rural communities.
Funding for deflection programs shall be prioritized for communities that have been
impacted by the war on drugs, communities that have a police/community relations ssue,
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and communities that have a disproportionate lack of access to mental health and drug
treatment. Activities eligible for funding under this Act may include, but are not limited
to, the following:

(1) activities related to program administration, coordination, or management,
including, but not limited to, the development of collaborative partnerships with
licensed treatment providers and community members or organizations; collection
of program data; or monitoring of compliance with a local deflection program
plan;
(2) case management including case management provided prior to assessment,
diagnosis, and engagement in treatment, as well as assistance navigating and
gaining access to various treatment modalities and support services;
(3) peer recovery or recovery support services that include the perspectives of
persons with the experience of recovering from a substance use disorder, either
themselves or as family members;
(4) transportation to a licensed treatment provider or other program partner
location;
(5) program evaluation activities.
(6) naloxone and related supplies necessary for carrying out overdose reversal for
purposes of distribution to program participants or for use by law enforcement or
other first responders; and
(7) treatment necessary to prevent gaps in service delivery between linkage and
coverage by other funding sources when otherwise non-reimbursable.

(c) Specific linkage agreements with recovery support services or self-help entities may
be a requirement of the program services protocols. All deflection programs shall
encourage the involvement of key family members and significant others as a part of a
family-based approach to treatment. All deflection programs are encouraged to use
evidence-based practices and outcome measures in the provision of substance use
disorder treatment and medication-assisted treatment for persons with opioid use
disorders.

  
3. Mental Health Screening for police officers (Page 68)
50 ILCS 705/6. Sec. 6. Powers and duties of the Board; selection and certification of schools. 
The Board shall select and certify schools within the State of Illinois for the purpose of providing
basic training for probationary police officers, probationary county corrections officers, and court
security officers and of providing advanced or in-service training for permanent police officers or
permanent county corrections officers, which schools may be either publicly or privately owned
and operated. In addition, the Board has the following power and duties:

*   *   *
f. To establish statewide standards for minimum standards regarding regular mental
health screenings for probationary and permanent police officers, ensuring that counseling
sessions and screenings remain confidential
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4. Enhanced Training for police officers (Pages 75-76)
50 ILCS 705/7.  Sec. 7. Rules and standards for schools. 
The Board shall adopt rules and minimum standards for such schools which shall include, but not
be limited to, the following:

*   *   *
 g. Minimum in-service training requirements, which a police officer must satisfactorily

complete every 3 years. Those requirements shall include constitutional and proper use of
law enforcement authority, procedural justice, civil rights, human rights, mental health
awareness and response, officer wellness, reporting child abuse and  neglect, and cultural
competency, including implicit bias and racial and ethnic sensitivity.
h. Minimum in-service training requirements, which a police officer must satisfactorily
complete at least annually. Those requirements shall include law updates, emergency
medical response training and certification,crisis intervention training, and officer
wellness and mental health and use of force training which shall include scenario based
training, or similar training approved by  the Board.
i. Minimum in-service training requirements as set forth in Section 10.6.

50 ILCS 705/10.17. Sec. 10.17. Crisis intervention team training; mental health awareness
training.

(a) The Illinois Law Enforcement Training Standards Board shall develop and approve a
standard curriculum for certified training programs in crisis intervention of at least 40
hours addressing specialized policing responses to people with mental illnesses. The
Board shall conduct Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) training programs that train officers
to identify signs and symptoms of mental illness, to de-escalate situations involving
individuals who appear to have a mental illness, and connect that person in crisis to
treatment. Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) training programs shall be a collaboration
between law enforcement professionals, mental health providers,families, and consumer
advocates and must minimally include the following components: (1) basic information
about mental illnesses and how to recognize them; (2) information about mental health
laws and resources; (3) learning from family members of individuals with mental illness
and their experiences; and (4) verbal de-escalation training and role-plays. Officers who
have successfully completed this program shall be issued a certificate attesting to their
attendance of a Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) training program.

5. Mandate reporting police encounters with persons with mental illnesses (Page 92)
50 ILCS 709/5-12) Sec. 5-12. Monthly reporting. 
All law enforcement agencies shall submit to the Department of State Police on a monthly basis
the following:

*   *   *
 (7) beginning on July 1, 2021, a report on any incident where a law enforcement officer

was dispatched to deal with a person experiencing a mental health crisis or incident. The
report shall include the number of incidents, the level of law enforcement response and
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the outcome of each incident;
(8) beginning on July 1, 2021, a report on use of force, including any action that resulted
in the death or serious bodily injury of a person or the discharge of a firearm at or in the
direction of a person. The report shall include information required by the
Department,pursuant to Section 5-11 of this Act.

6. Create specific polices for the use of force with persons with disabilities (Page 286)
720 ILCS 5/7-5  Sec. 7-5. Peace officer's use of force in making arrest.

*   *   *

(g) Law enforcement agencies are encouraged to adopt and develop policies designed to
protect individuals with physical, mental health, developmental, or intellectual
disabilities, who are significantly more likely to experience greater levels of physical
force during police interactions, as these disabilities may affect the ability of a person to
understand or comply with commands from peace officers.

Other Significant Provisions in House Bill 3653

1. Require police to wear body cameras
2. Require the retention of police disciplinary records
3. Prohibit police departments from acquiring certain surplus military equipment
4. Grant to the Illinois Attorney General the authority to enforce civil rights complaints

against law enforcement
5. Abolish cash bail
6. Create commission to study law enforcement practices including considering the

abolition of “qualified immunity” for the police
7. Amends state law governing mandatory bargaining with unions to eliminate the

requirment to bargain over disciplinary rules and procedurs
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