
  
 

 

Rosecrance Health Network is seeking continued state funding for its crisis mental 
health services, which were developed in coordination with the State and funded as part 
of the State’s closing of Singer Mental Health Center.  Rosecrance’s crisis programs are 
keeping people with mental illness out of higher-cost emergency rooms, hospitals, and 
jails.  The Rockford Police Chief, Winnebago County Chairman, and Swedish American 
Hospital strongly support continued funding: 
 

 The average monthly Winnebago County jail population has dropped more than 36% -- from 1100 to 
under 700 -- since the Triage Center opened, resulting in “large savings” and “huge rewards” – and has 
helped “prevent tragic outcomes.” 

 Police officers are in and out of the Triage Center in five minutes or less – versus in excess of two 
hours – resulting in more than “$10,000 in manpower savings not to mention the intangibles of having 
these officers available to handle other public safety issues.”  And that “any loss to [Rosecrance’s] 
ability to provide mental health services will have a detrimental effect on our ability to function 
effectively and efficiently.” 

 The hospital states that they used to board (e.g. hold) psychiatric patients up to 2 and 3 days in the 
Emergency Room; with the Triage Center, that the time to handle psychiatric patients has reduced 
dramatically to 5.85 hours – an approximate 90% decrease  -- at a significant cost savings. They note: 
it’s a “remarkable improvement and a direct correlation to the Rosecrance Mulberry Triage Center 
offering immediate intervention, evaluation, and stabilization….” 
 

Other key points:  
 The State worked with Rosecrance for nearly a year prior to the closing of Singer in October 2012 to 

ensure that mental health needs of the community would be met when the State closed Singer.  

 The State committed to investing a small portion of the savings from Singer’s closing into community-
based mental health care.  

 Rosecrance provides crisis mental health care to 2½ times as many clients as were hospitalized at 
Singer – with 85% less funding.   

 This is a model program for Illinois and the nation; it provides services in a compassionate and 
extremely cost-effective way, and reduces the jail population. 

 

Budget line:   “Mental Health grants, transitions, SOF, and SMHRFs.”   Specifically: 
 Eligibility and Disposition Assessor Grant: supports the Rosecrance Triage Center and the 

assessments in emergency rooms. $1,482,000 cut from Rosecrance. 

 Psychiatric Leadership Grant: supports psychiatric services provided at Rosecrance. $1,217,000 cut 
from Rosecrance. 

 

Please urge that this critical funding continue in FY16.  Thank you! 
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