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51,447 to Lose Community Developmental Disability and Mental Health Services 

1,539 Lost Jobs under Proposed FY16 Budget 

 

Springfield, IL – Based on reports by members only, the Illinois Association of Rehabilitation Facilities (IARF) 

estimates 51,447 children and adults with intellectual/developmental disabilities and/or serious mental illnesses 

will experience limited access to, or lose access to, community-based services and supports under the 

Department of Human Services’ proposed fiscal year 2016 budget.  

 

“We find these conservative impact estimates on individuals with disabilities and mental illnesses and their 

families disturbing,” said Janet Stover, IARF President & CEO. “Even with the Department making efforts to 

preserve core and essential services, every proposed cut will cut bone, and these estimates make that clear,” 

continued Stover. 

 

The Department’s proposed budget cuts $193 million in funding from community-based services and supports 

for children and adults with intellectual/developmental disabilities and mental illnesses in the critical areas of 

residential services for individuals with high medical/behavioral support needs (ICFDD), psychiatry, housing 

supports, early intervention, respite, autism, dental and epilepsy services.  

 

 16,533 individuals with serious mental illnesses (SMI) will lose access to psychiatry, care coordination, 

evidence-based mental health services and housing supports – which will lead to increased 

hospitalizations and incarcerations; 

 808 adults with intellectual/developmental disabilities will lose residential and developmental services 

and supports in ICFDD settings – which will lead to increased utilization of state-operated 

developmental centers (SODCs); 

 1,798 individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities and their families will lose access to respite 

services – which will lead families to seek out-of-home services, higher cost services and supports; 

 11,208 children ages 0-3 will lose access to early intervention services – which will lead to higher long 

term costs in special education; 

 21,100 individuals with epilepsy will lose access to case coordination, case management and outreach 

services; 

 

“Again, these are estimates based on responses from IARF members. Given the number of service providers, 

individuals and families that would be impacted statewide, as well as statements made by the Department on 

proposed cuts in previous budget years, our estimates are only thumbnail sketches of the statewide impact,” 

said Stover. 

 

National and state studies, including data prepared previously by the Department of Human Services, show the 

efficacy, cost savings and preference of community care by individuals and families. The average cost of a 

nursing home placement in Illinois is $31,400; one year incarceration in a Department of Corrections facility is 

$38,268. Compare that to the average annual cost to serve an individual with a serious mental illness in the 

community, which ranges from $2,329 to $19,443 (intensive treatment and rental housing supports).  
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By cutting rates and eliminating grant-supported programs, individuals will be required to seek services in 

higher cost settings, such as state-operated developmental centers (SODCs), hospital emergency rooms, 

nursing homes and jails.  

 

Further compounding the damage the budget would do to individuals and families, an estimated 1,539 would 

lose jobs under the proposal, removing tax dollars from state coffers and likely causing many to rely on public 

assistance themselves.  

 

“Nearly 90 cents of every state dollar invested in community services is spent on the staff supporting 

individuals in programs,” said Stover. “Providers are already challenged to hire and maintain quality staff with 

the wages they pay now due to years of lack of investment by the state in rates and reimbursements. Studies 

show the need for these staff positions in the community will continue to grow. We simply can’t absorb the job 

loss, nor can Illinois,” continued Stover. 

 

"There will be no savings as a result of this proposed budget for community services...cutting these services 

will actually increase the state's costs almost immediately," said Stover.  "Fifteen years ago, we launched an 

advocacy campaign with the message 'Don't Be Penny Wise and Pound Foolish' and here we are again. 

Fiscally, it makes no sense to allow these cuts - not to mention the emotional anguish of this vulnerable 

population having to regress to service settings that we have been working to modernize for the last ten years," 

she said. 

 

Illinois must Commit to the Community for children and adults with disabilities and mental illnesses. This 

means Illinois must identify additional revenues to invest in the community. IARF will mobilize its grassroots 

network to vigorously carry that message to members of the General Assembly and the Administration. "We 

are ready to educate all involved in this process about the consequences if this budget is approved as 

proposed," said Stover. 

 

IARF is a statewide association of community-based providers serving children and adults with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities, mental illnesses, and substance use disorders. IARF members provide services in over 900 locations throughout Illinois, 

from Galena to Karnak, and from Danville to Quincy 


